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Join Date:  1991 
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Education and Professional Credentials:  

 M.S., Geology, Western Washington University, WA, 1981  

 B.A., Geology, University of California, Berkeley, CA, 1974 

Biographical Summary:  
I grew up in Central and South America having lived in Puerto Rico, Panama, and Venezuela for about 13 years.  
In addition, I also spent more than a year in Mexico.  My family moved back to southern California where I 
finished high school and went on as a geology graduate from The University of California Berkeley. I started work 
with the US Geological Survey eventually migrating to consulting 5 years after graduation.  Along the way, I 
received a Master’s Degree in Geology from Western Washington University and went back to consulting from 
1981 to the present.  I am currently a Partner, and Principal Geologist with a company named ERM.  As a 
Partner, I manage and work with staff though out the world as we have offices in 39 countries.  I have led a wide 
variety of projects that have including air and water permitting, testing, and monitoring for a milieu of private 
and public entities from power, mining, manufacturing, forest products, food and pharmaceuticals, and many 
others. I have performed various environmental services and civil engineering projects ranging from 
environmental cleanup, to compliance audits and permitting (air, water, EIS, BA, and many others), to due 
diligence, to landfill methane capture, to sustainable energy design and consulting, to transmission line tower 
engineering, to mining work, and a myriad of other activities.   
 
A&WMA Activities and Offices Held:  
A&WMA Director 2014 to 2015 
A&WMA Vice President 20115 to 2016 
A&WMA Vice President Finance 2016 to 2017 
A&WMA Nominating Committee 2017 to Present  
Creator/Developer Auditing Workshop Program Chapter, Section, A&WMA – (2016 to present)  
A&WMA member starting in 1991 
PNWIS Member since 1986 
PNWIS Board Member since 1996 (as Chapter chair, Director, Vice President, President) 
Inland Chapter-Chapter Chair 1996 to 2004 (chapter went dormant when I focused on the PNWIS) 
President of the PNWIS 2004 -2005 
Oregon Chapter-Chapter Chair 2008 to 2010 
Founder/Creator of the Environmental Challenge (EC) program.  A program designed to link college students to 
professionals through the creation of a scholastic contest with financial awards to the winners (last year’s 
contest had 10 teams involving 60 students). Started out the EC by preparing all materials and the problem for 
the annual PNWIS conference starting in 2002, then continued through 2005 then prepared the 2012 problem. I 
have also been involved in the ECi at ACE since 2008. In addition, the companies that where I have worked have 
also been sponsors of ACE and the ECi from 2008 to 2010. PNWIS Educational Committee member 2001 to 2004 
with Chair Bev Williams.  
I have delivered papers at ACE staring in Cincinnati in 1991. I have given more than 30 presentations at PNWIS 
since 1986. 
PWNIS Annual meeting - Organizing committee or Line or Session chair at every meeting since 1996. 
Sections and Chapters Council member  
Fellow 



 
Goals/Vision for the Organization: 
To me the A&WMA serves three basic functions:  It serves as a professional association for networking; it is a 
venue and source of and for technical, policy, regulatory, and forward thinking and information; and it is an 
educational institution.  The first two functions are fairly self-evident; it is the third one that is of such great 
importance to me.  
  
As a 3 year old I was taken from California to Puerto Rico and put in a public school that taught in Spanish and 
was run by nuns. I spoke no Spanish, knew no one in the school, was not Catholic, and wonder why those 
women were dressed in Halloween costumes in the late summer. That was the first time I remember “getting 
educated”.  Nine schools, in three different counties, and 12 years later we return to the United States of 
America.  Education has always been an important, interesting, and valuable experience in my life and A&WMA 
has been an important part of it since 1991.  
 
While always being a student in and of life, I started becoming involved in education as a college tutor, and then 
later in graduate school (1978 to 1980) when I was a teaching assistant in Introductory Geology classes at 
Western Washington University.  In my mind a good education is the key to success in so many aspects of a 
person’s life. We can learn from books, but we must also learn from each other and from our life’s lessons. 
Mentoring is an extremely important function on all levels, and hence my focus and devotion to educational 
opportunities at A&WMA.  
 
A&WMA must continue to evolve:   
 

 Keep up with networking; 

 Develop effective and meaningful content and dissemination methods; 

 Expand and enhance outreach to college students and young professionals; 

 Develop and live by realistic budgets – maximize successes by minimizing the downside of events; 

 Reverse the declining membership,  

 Upgrade our website; 

 Embrace the “W” in our acronym; 

 Bring timely and low cost programs rapidly to our members by helping headquarters staff and the 
volunteers be more effective; 

 See that our Executive Director has the support and tools that he needs;  

 Embrace the importance of the next generation of members; and  

 See more inter-council teamwork.       

 Expand the Environmental Challenge program to other Sections (get students involved) 
 
  
 
 
 


